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SOME FEATURES OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION PROCESS AT
PREADOLESCENTS WITH MENTAL DEFICIENCIES

UREA ROXANA!

ABSTRACT. During his entire life, a people have a lot of abeklationships,
based of the social communication process. The lsoaiamunication is a form of
total communication process and has specific mstaifens related to ages,
gender, social experience, etc.

Therefore, | have made an investigation, on 40 Rdsnapreadolescents
with mental deficiencies. Our investigation has liael following goal: to reveal
some features of social communication process eadmescents with mental
deficiencies.

The psychodiagnosis instruments that have been aisdtlis research are:
The Social Conversation Questionnaire that has besated for Romanian mental
deficiencies pupils by R. Urea in 2008, The Zazzh ¢ similarities, The verbal
associations test.

The results that came through have revealed at @ewpth mental
deficiencies some features of, of social convergatével, of verbal functional
activism, of flexibility of social communication.

Our conclusions allowed us to create an importahto$ psychological test
that can be use in differential psychodiagnosisgsse.
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ZUSAMMENFASSUNG. EINIGE MERKMALE DER SOZIALEN
KOMMUNIKATION BElI PRETEENAGERS MIT GEISTIGE MANGEL.
Wéhrend seines gesamten Lebens, haben die MensdbeEnvon sozialen
Beziehungen, der sozialen Kommunikation basie®. $diziale Kommunikation ist
eine Form der gesamten Kommunikationsprozess urdihnan spezifischen
Auspragungen im Zusammenhang mit Alter, Geschlecdzialer Erfahrung usw.

Daher habe ich eine Untersuchung gemacht, auf 4Mamische
preadolescents mit geistiger Mangel. einige Merkmater sozialen
Kommunikation bei preadolescents mit geistiger M#ngffenbaren: Unsere
Untersuchung hat folgendes Ziel hatte.

Die psychodiagnosis Instrumente, die auf diesersdfamg verwendet
wurden, sind: Die Online-Konversation Fragebogee,fiir ruméanische geistiger
Méangel Schiler wurde von R. Urea erstellt im Jab@& Die Zazzo Test von
Ahnlichkeiten, die verbalen Assoziationen zu testen

Die Ergebnisse, die durch bei Menschen mit geisfigigngel gezeigt haben,
kamen einige Features, sozialer Gesprach Ebeneveltralen funktionalen
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Aktivismus, der Flexibilitdt der sozialen Kommuniicm. Unsere
Schlussfolgerungen konnten wir einen wichtigen Satz psychologischen Tests,
die Nutzung im differentiellen psychodiagnosis Rs®sein konnen.

Schlusselworter:geistige Mangel, soziale Kommunikation, sozialeéch

1. Theoretical background

Human’s communication is, first of all a social pbmenon. Communication
between people defines social relationships, am@vlty how society is organised.

The social communication is the fundamental waypefson’'s social
interaction and is done through the social's symbahd significations and
determines specific behaviours.

During the process of social communications theredme information’s
exchange. Social communication presumes emiss@msrission and reception of
information and sometime it can be assume as irdbom's transmission. But, in
reality, the process of information’s transmissionly when the message is
understand by the receiver and it is follow by aper response.

Social communication’s features depend by the wyfpsocial interaction
between people, by the people’s personality types.

Because of the mental disabilities and the delaybimlogical normal
development, the children have not the proper taslito a proper response to
social stimulus and will develop a social and s¢hoaladjustment. These not
developed abilities are also in the social commatioa area and will increase the
personal insecurity and in time, it can determimgia isolation.

At children with mental disabilities the main gaslto be integrated in the
society. For that goal it is necessary that thmittg process of these people to be
focus various aspects, including social commuracetiabilities. But it is important
to know the features of social communication aldchin with mental disabilities

2. Investigation research

The theoretical aspects that we have just preséntadhort manner were
the reasons that determined us to investigate sufntke social communication
features because knowing those features we cakteqgpeaper programs that will
develop at pupils with mental handicap the sodahimunication abilities that can
facilitate social relationships and integratiorsotiety.

Our research had the gdalinvestigate at preadolescents with mental hagdic
the features of social communication in formal grdior elaborating the proper
individual counselling programs that will facilithe future labour integration.

Our objectives were to investigate at preadolescetth mental handicap
the following aspects: the social conversation'sele the verbal functional
activism, the social communication’s flexibility.
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We made in our research the following assumpticnagsumed that based
on the specificity features of mental handicap’sspmrality, we can see different
ways of manifestation of social communication skith formal group that will
depend by 1.Q and the social communication expeeen

We did our research on 30 subjects, aged 10-1&ywdy 17 boys and 13
girls from Special School nr.5 Bucharest with 1.&veeen 50- 75- medium level of
mental handicap..

In our research we have used the following psyagiohl instruments: the
Social conversation questionnaire, which was ccemt€008 by R. Urea for pupils
with mental handicap; the Vocabulary Test; the \derbsociation Test. The last
two instruments was adapted for romanian pupil$ witental handicap and the
coefficients of fidelity were:. 675, and . 744.

2.1. Investigation of social conversation level
All the collected data from the social conversatiurestionnaire were
evaluated on three levels: low, medium, high. Tae dre presented in table nr.1.

Table 1.
The levels of social conversation at our investédatubjects

Levels of evaluation
Low Medium High
[Number of subjects ( %) 55,7 42,2 1,1

The dynamic of social conversation at our invedBd subjects is
presented in figure nr.1
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Figure 1. The dynamic of social conversation at our investidaubjects

As we can see, most of our subjects have a loal [&vsocial conversation
and can explain by the fact that the social coratans strategies are not operative
due to a limited social experience communication
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The qualitative analyses of the subject’'s answaditsved us to see some
nuances of the social conversation process: ifstt@al conversation is done in
school or if the social conversation’s partnersehtfive same status, the level of
social conversation is medium because the typeassages that are between them
is focus on daily activities; if the social convatien is done in large social groups
where people have different social status, thel lefveocial conversation is low.

The skeness coefficient (.397) revealed that #sk twwas done by our
subjects in an easy manner and the kurtossis cieefti(2.037) revealed that the
features that we have found is relevant at ouresibjas a group.

The correlation analyses revealed a direct cdroelebetween the social
conversation and the 1.Q of our subjects (r= .3640.05)

2.2. Investigation of verbal functional activism

First of all, we have to define the verbal funotibactivism. This concept
represents the level of performance that a personreach during the social
communication process as an expression of opdsabflfunctional vocabulary

The collected data from Zazzo's test of vocabulaeye evaluated on there
levels: low, medium, high and are presented iretaipl2

Table 2.
The verbal functional activism at our investigatadjscts

Levels of evaluation

Low Medium High

Nr. of subjects (%) 54,54 36,36 91

The dynamic of verbal functional activism at onvestigated subjects is
presented in figure nr.2
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Figure 2. The dynamic of verbal functional activism at ourastigated subjects
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We can see that at our investigated subjectsyeh®al functional activism
is at low level and can be associated with_thehtliof intellectual effort and with
the limited area of functional remaining potahtiThat means that our subjects will
be used in social communication process a limited pf vocabulary, especially
those words, those verbal structures that had lprenticed long enough to
guarantee some success in social area.

There are some subjects that have a high levetrblal functional activism.
That should be meaning a high level of developnemsiocial conversation. But, in
reality it is really about the process of tintingwerbal structure in the process of
social relationships in a way that are more suitdbla new context which was not
practiced. It also mean that those subjects hal&rger social communication
functional activism) and can avoid in better marthersocial blaming

We also revealed the behavioural rigidity on verhadctional activism
through the way how they repeated some sentences.

The skeness coefficient (.797) revealed that tis& i@mas done by our
subjects in an easy manner and the kurtossis cueffi(.211) revealed that the
features that we have found are relevant at oyestgbas a group.

Based on statistical processing we have found edligtion coefficient
which value was 14. That means that, at pur ingattd subjects we will see some
improvemts on verbal functional activism after 1éeks after we will start the
therapeutical process.

The corelational analyses have revealed the fatipworelation: a direct
corelation between the verbal functional activisnd #he social conversation (r=
.296, p= 0.05); a direct corelation between thdakfunctional activism and 1.Q (
r=.376, p= 0.05)

2. 3. Investigation of social communication flexibility
The collected data from verbal association testewevaluated on three
levels: low, medium, high and are presented iretabl3

Tabel 3.
The social comunication flexibilitaty at our invegtted subjects

Levels of evaluation

Low Medium High

Nr. of subjects (%) 50, 25 42,00 7,75

The dynamic of social communication flexibility aur investigated
subjects is presented in figure nr.3
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Figure 3. The dynamic of social communication flexibility airdnvestigated subjects

We can see that at of social comunication fldixjbis low level at most of
our subjects and follow up with a little diferenog the subjects that have had the
social comunication at medium level. This situtisra reflection of the impact of
the educational process on the subjects with midaiatal handicap and mean that
is the expresion of verbal behavioural lability.

But, there some subject that had a a high levelsotial comunication
flexibility and had a value of 75 at the 1.Q. Thatan that those subjects had
operative inductive strategies and can anticipg#rénert’s reactions and can have
proper behaviours suitable to social comunicatiomtext. In this process of social
interaction, the mesagess will be understand bgetlsubjects.But, even they will
undersand the mesagess due to the features of Intsificiencies, they can't
anticipate to play the corect role in social enwiemnt.

The skeness coefficient (.002) revealed that tls& tmas done by our
subjects in an easy manner and the kurtossis cffi (.587) revealed that the
features that we have found are relevant at oyestgas a group.

Based on statistical processing we have found digiren coefficient
which value was 10. That means that, at pur ingattd subjects we will see some
improvemts on social comunication flexibility afted weeks after we will start the
therapeutical process.

The corelational analyses revealed; a direct cooelabetwwen social
comunication flexibility and social conversatior=(r147, p = 0,05), a direct
corelation between social communication flexibilityd verbal functional activism
(r=. 223, p=0,.05)
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3. Conclusions
Our research found, at out investigated subje&ddhowing conclusions
as features of social comunication process:
1. The social conversation at subjects with middlelesf mental handicap
is a consequence of a genetic viscosity and hisafagvealing is limited
to social contexts that give to our subjects a-seturity; in other social
contexts the process of social conversation usgesfies that are not
suitable with current moment;
2. The verbal functional activism at subjects with dié& level of mental
handicap is the expresion of insuficient operastmicture related to the
contex’s moment. The limited social experience ichaitee poor strategies
with limited operative objective criterias.
3. The social communication flexibility at our subjecs mark by the limited
thinking process, by the limited operativity of xieo- grammatical
structures and determine a limited social competenc
The psychological instruments that we have usedhis research for
revealing some features ofocial communication process at preadolescents with
mental deficiencies, can also be used in diffeabrdiagonossis process of the
levels of mental deficiencie.

These conclusions confirm the assumption that wee hmade at the
beginning of our research.
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